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of agricultural laborers were raised to prohibitive levels; refugees and prisoners of war employed on large estates were withdrawn and distributed among the farms of mobilized men; owners were coerced into leasing out land at low rents or selling it at nominal prices; estate managers and supervisors were ejected; the use of agricultural machinery and the exploitation of forests were prohibited; there were much trespassing and wanton destruction of timber and woodlands. When these transgressions achieved their purpose and life on the estates came to a standstill, peasant committees took over arable land, meadows, forests, machines, and livestock on the ground that the owners were incapable of managing their properties. The agrarian movement, moreover, was directed not only against the landed nobility but also against the well-to-do peasant farmers, especially those who by virtue of the Stolypin legislation had severed their connection with the village commune (obshchina). At times the committees made use of patriotic motives—provisioning of the army and safeguarding of standards of agricultural production. Estate owners deluged the government with complaints and appeals for protection. Prince Lvov repeatedly condemned lawlessness, exhorted every one to be reasonable, to think of the common good, and to wait patiently for the decision of the Constituent Assembly, and he directed the frightened and hopelessly outnumbered militiamen to maintain law and order. The practical results of these admonitions were nil. In radical circles agrarian unrest was ascribed to the machinations of the landed proprietors who allegedly endeavored to defeat the agrarian revolution by breaking up their estates into small holdings; the future land law was not expecteid to affect farms below the specified acreage. Sales of land, often fictitious, were, according to this view, the basic cause of agrarian disturbances. A law of July 12, sponsored by the minister of agriculture Chernov, prohibited mortgages and sales of land except by permission of the provincial land committees and the minister of agriculture. This law was no more effective in stemming lawlessness than Prince Lvov's appeal to the wisdom and genius of the Russian people.
Statistics of the agrarian revolution are fragmentary and difficult to interpret. For example, the reduction of the number of outbreaks in a county was usually evidence, not of the ebbing of the movement, but rather of the fact that most of the estates in that county had been taken over by the peasants. Nevertheless official data analyzed by Soviet economists (for instance, A. V. Shestakov) shed some light on

